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SUBJECT: OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT MINISTER DISAPPOINTED BY 
CIEC: COMMENTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND COMMON 
FUND 

1. DURING HOUSE OF COMMONS DEBATE JUNE 13 ON THE REPORT 
OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT, JUDITH 
HART, MINISTER FOR OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT, SAID THAT WHILE 
A GREAT DEAL OF EFFORT AND TIME HAD GONE INTO CIEC, THE 
"RESULTS HAVE IN GENERAL BEEN A DISAPPOINTMENT". SHE 
ADDED THAT NORTH-SOUTH ISSUES WILL ONLY BEGIN TO BE RE- 
SOLVED WHEN THE RICH INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES MANAGE TO 
REACH GENUINE UNDERSTANDING OF THE INTERDEPENDENCE OF 
THE WORLD ECONOMY, THE EFFECTS OF COLONIALISM AND NEO- 
COLONIALISM ON THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES, AND THE IN- 
EQUALITIES IN THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE WORLD'S WEALTH 
WHICH HAD MOTIVATED THIRD WORLD DEMANDS FOR A NEW 
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INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER. MRS. HART DID APPLAUD, 

HOWEVER, THE DECISION TO ESTABLISH A SPECIAL FUND OF 
ONE BILLION DOLLARS TO HELP MEET THE NEEDS OF INDIVIDUAL 
LOW-INCOME COUNTRIES FACING VERY ACUTE ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS. SHE ALSO REITERATED THE GOVERNMENT’S POLICY 
OF PLACING EMPHASIS WITHIN THE AID PROGRAM ON RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND STATED THAT TWO-THIRDS OF BRITISH AID 
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NOW GOES TO COUNTRIES WITH PER CAPITA INCOMES OE LESS 
THAN 200 DOLLARS A YEAR. 

2. COMMENTING ON THE SELECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT, MRS. 

HART SAID THAT THE RELATION OF AID POLICY TO HUMAN 
RIGHTS WAS OP PUNDAMENTAL IMPORTANCE. SHE RECOGNIZED 
THE DIPPICULTIES POR ANY AID ADMINISTRATION IN 
BALANCING DEVELOPMENTAL CONCERNS AGAINST VIOLATIONS OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS. IN MAKING THESE JUDGMENTS, SHE SAID ONE 
HAS TO TRY TO ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS: IS THE COUNTRY 
CONCERNED A PERSISTENT VIOLATOR OP HUMAN RIGHTS, WILL 
WHAT WE DO IN OUR AID POLICY PERSUADE IT TO GIVE 
GREATER RESPECT TO HUMAN RIGHTS, HOW DO WE BEST CO- 
ORDINATE WHAT WE DO WITH OTHER AID DONORS, AND IP WE 
CAN CAREFULLY DIRECT OUR AID TO THE POOREST PEOPLE IN 
COUNTRIES WHICH PERSECUTE MANY OP THEIR CITIZENS, ARE 

WE HELPING TO CREATE CONDITIONS WHICH WILL PROMOTE 
POLITICAL ADVANCE IN THE PIELD OP HUMAN RIGHTS OR ARE 
WE HINDERING? IN REJECTING OPPOSITION ACCUSATIONS OP 
APPLYING DOUBLE STANDARDS IN THIS AREA, SHE SAID THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT WAS SPENDING 1 1 MILLION POUNDS 
STERLING ON PEOPLE WHO HAD BECOME REPUGEES PROM LACK OP 
HUMAN RIGHTS. 

3. MRS. HART ALSO AGREED WITH THE COMMITTEE THAT THERE 
WAS AN IMPORTANT LINK BETWEEN BRITISH SELP-INTEREST 
AND DEVELOPMENT OP THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES. SHE HAS 
CALCULATED THAT IP DURING 1980-1985 THE DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES RESUMED THE PIVE PERCENT RATE OP GROWTH WHICH 
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THEY HAD ACHIEVED IN THE I960'S BEPORE THE OIL CRISIS, 

THERE WOULD AT THE END OP THE PERIOD BE A 65 PERCENT 
INCREASE IN THEIR IMPORTS PROM DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. IF 
THE UK HELD ITS PRESENT SHARE OF THE TRADE, THAT WOULD 
MEAN A 19.3 PERCENT RISE IN TOTAL EXPORTS. SHE ADDED 
THAT GROWTH IN THIRD WORLD PURCHASING POWER WILL 
DIRECTLY APFECT JOBS AND INDUSTRY IN THE UK. 

4. SUMMING UP POR THE GOVERNMENT AT THE END OP THE 
DEBATE, PARLIAMENTARY UNDER SECRETARY FOR TRADE MICHAEL 
MEACHER SAID THE GOVERNMENT'S AIM IN SUPPORTING THE 
COMMON PUND WAS TO ACHIEVE PRICE STABILIZATION IN LONG- 
TERM MARKET TRENDS. HE SAID THIS WOULD BE DIPPICULT TO 
DO, BUT THAT AT LEAST THERE WAS NOW AGREEMENT ON THE 
GENERAL IDEA. HE ADDED THAT IT SHOULD BE POSSIBLE TO 
WORK OUT A MORE SENSIBLE AND PRACTICAL PROPOSAL BASED 
ON INDIVIDUAL COMMODITY AGREEMENTS. 

BREWSTER 
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